THE COMMUNITY CHURCH
8 Olive Street
Mill Valley, California

February 17, 1977

Reverend Mary Eekin
Committee on the Ministry
¢/o United Church of Christ
875 Market St.

sSen Francisco, Ca. 94102

Dear Mary and members of the Committee,

Thank you for the assistence you have given to the five women who
are applying for in-care status from our congregation. 1 appreciate
the generous time ellotment the committee has given for the interview
on March 4th.

It is my Joyful privelege 1o recommend to the committee that
Stacy Cusulos, Cherry Morton, Jody Persons, Susen Cutshall, and Loey
Powell be given in-care status within the Northern California Con-
ference of the United Church of Christ. They are members of Comm-
unity Church and on December 9, 1976 the Board of Directors voted
unenimously to recommend them for in-care. They cone vefore you both
es individuals called to ministry and as a collective committed to an
exciting vision of that ministry. The dialogue with the committee as

wvell as your affirmstion of their journey will help move that vision
closer to fulfillment.

4 member of our congregation expressed appreciation at & church
retreat for our "beautiful, odd-ball diversity" here. We do affirm
the value of diversity and we have grown an appreciation for the
uniqueness of persons. Stacy Loey, Jody, Susan, and Cnerry come from
veried backgrounds. Some of their interests merge and overlap, while
others go in quite different directions. We celebrate this individual-
ity end affirm their unique gifts for rinistry.

Stacy Cusulos is &n intens®ly energetic end creative womzn. Her
training in psychology, her professionzl work experience in mental
health, and her intuitive sense coumbine to give Stacy a deep under-
standing of both persons and groups. On geveral occasions she bas
shered her music with us in worship end people here found her ex-
pression of the Christian faith supportive as well ee challenging.
Stacy is a person open +o dialogue with her Greek heritage, vith her
ferinist sisters, with folks in the locel congregation, with the sen-
ipary community, and with the institutional church., To that diaslogue
she brings convictions, insights, questions, end an ability to listen.
A great deal of creativity bas come, and will continue to flow from
this dislogue Stacy has with herself end others.




Cherry Morton is a compassionate woman who feels deeply for peo-
ple. She understands the church to be a commnity of love and seeks to
erbody and enable that love in her ministry. Drawing on her own exper-
iences, her treining in socioclogy, and her knowledge of the Bible, she
has develoved a set of perceptive, amalytical tools that are much need-
ed in the church today if it is to carry out an effective ministry to
society. During this current academic year Cherry is working with the
Gray Panthers in Berkeley and in that setting , developing her skills
et community organization.

Susen Cutsbaell is & sensitive woman with & deep interest in devel-
oping relationships which enhance the self and build community. In
addition to sharing her music in worship at Community Church, Susan was
part of the leadership team at the Conference Pamily Camp last year.
Her job at San Francisco Theological Seminary for the past two years
has been an occasion where Susan has ensbled prospective students to see
the possibilities for growth at the Seminary; helped the Seminary be
more aware of the needs of the students, and interpreted the work of
SFTS to local congregations. This experience, along with Susen's own
spiritual journey, have led her to the place where she clearly sees the
outline of a ministry within the church.

Loey Powell is a perceptive woman who possesses considerable abil-
ity with several wedia for communication. Her thinking is a refresh-
ing balence of the critical and constructive. She is apprecietive of
and committed to a community of persons within the United Church of
Christ and has come to see & ministry identified with the UCC. On
Christmas Eve Loey, along with two other people, created and perform-
ed a mine-dsnce accompaniment to a presentation of the birth story.

She also handles verbal and written communication very well and current-
ly edits an excellent newsletter for the Office of Women's Affairs at
the Graduate Theoclogical Union. Loey has helped create an effective
slide show that presents the struggle women have had within the church.
Combining her media skills with her understanding of social issues &nd
her Christian faith, Loey is able to carry on a ministry of education
that seeks change.

Jody Parsons is a woman with a clear understanding of her personel
faith and bow that faith relates to the larger econcmic-political struc-
tures of society. Her nministry with the Joint Strategy and Actlion Comm-
ission has enabled her to develop outstanding conmpetence in the area of
corporate responsibility. Jody haes both the temperment and the pro-
fessional skills to bring together people from the local congregation,
denominetional structures, and the corporate world in a creative feshion.
She not only has a clear perception of the mission of the church, but
Jody enables others to develop a deeper understanding of mission for
themselves. Her past involvement with the church ss well as her curr-
ent work have given her & sense of the role the local congregation cen
play in the ministry with corporate structures.

These five persons come before you as individuals and we at Comm-
unity Church celebrate their individual gifts for ministry. We also
place & high value on "the community" here and so we celebrate the
¢ollective sense of ministry they share together. It was on Pentecost
Sunday that they joined Community Church, and we sense in them sonme-
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IW2U Valey, California

thing of the new wind that is blowing through the church in these days.
Out of the painful struggle with sexist academic and ecclesiastical
structures they have grown a scnse of solidarity with one another and
out of their collectivity there is emerging an exciting vision of min-
istry. To parmphrase Paul: OQut of their suffering has come the streng-
th to endure and out of endurance has come courage and out of that cou-
rage arises a hope that will be a renewing force within church end soc-
iety. Stacy, Loey, Susan, Cherry, and Jody &re exploring new terri-
tory. We are eager toc support their search - to join with them when-
ever possible. We are confident they will open up new ways for the
church to minister in these times. Speaking for our Board of Directors,
I enthusiastically recommend that yourgrant in-care status to these fine

people.
Thank you again for your time and assistance.

Sincerely,

Bill Eichhorn

LVE:ps
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