
'.fove:-:ioer 3, 1977 

Dear Susan, 

The pro ::;ression of events tm:.::rd t he o:::-dination of 
Sta.cy, Loe:,• a.v1d Jody has prompted this le-tteT to you. He a:::-e concerned 
that you continue to feel your presence in a."ld a cco untability to 
the ::eminist cor.imunity of women in t heolo 6y . 

The concept of bein::; ord ained to .-;ether is a natural 
9.nd •.-1elcor.1e develo:9ment fror.i the :feminist t :ieolo s y ,-:hich has as its 
startins point personal experience in com~unit y . It is in accord 
,·:i th the covenant al r.iode of the Hebret1 c..;.'1.C. Ch::':..stian traditions, and 
is in line wi t':1 t:i.e style of mt~tunl s·.ippo r t o: ot:J' ::'o::-e::10thers who 
co uld not be o::-dained. Finally, it is a v:i tness to th e necessity 
for \·:onen to oond in solidari t:r a."ld sister hood ,_ri t l:. eac h other e~"ld 
•,•i t h other op ressed people, if C!1ristian ministers a:::-e to oe more 
than reinforcin s agents of the status ~uo. 

Your decision to ,.,:ithclra• .: f rom t~1e collective is 
deeply distressin s to us, as it was to t:,.e ot her rr.e:~be::.--s of t:ie 
collective. As wonen Hho are acco:mtable to one a.not her, \le feel 
t::.e neccssi ty to share our conce:-ned res pon se •.-:i t r. you i!'! t he · !:.ope 
t'.:.qt i t will be a part of your education avi.d c;ro ':1t t to·,·.re:d what it 
:neans to live in a covenanted way . 

Women's oppression, as ,-,ell as t he o:;:,p::--ession of ms.ny 
ot!1.er g:-oups, comes in a variety of formq i11 c:-, p2.t :-i2_.._..che.l, r.iisy ,;onist 
'.·.·orld. The most prcfouncl. threat to patriarc~:; is les bi ani sm, the 
re e.li ty of women's love for and support of one a..'1othe::-, ::.,ncluding 
se:me.l expression if appropriate to the indi vi dun.ls i 1:.vol yed. 
Lesoianis,:1 is the reco gnition that the :ull poten"'.:ial of human 
r elationship is :!_):-esent between a.>id amonc 1.-,omen; it is 2. critically 
ir::portant prere:::_uisi te for the mental, spi:-i t ueJ. , ph:.rsi c2.l and 
::;,syc hic ::eo.l th of all umnen. 

A lool: a t t 1e cu:-re nt soci2...7- scene, v:here 1x,cklash 
is a::_::rpa.rent in c:.._ stron c r.iove to overtu:-n the :92.k1~e decisio n , in 
~ · 1 · f.I." ~ • t · ~ d. t 7 ~ t· / · :::eaera .. cu.;o_i o r 2.00~· ion run .J.nz o :ve_:are no 11ers ·,,or}en, in 
1:·.n::i- zc,y le c isl a tion in ma..'1y pl ctces, and in Klu Klux !·:l an r1embers 
::_Ja.c~:in-:; the f ed cro.l ly sponsore d uomen 's oeetin, s in Houston this 
:-no::.t:"! i :~:!::-cs s u~o:1 us the ur r,ency of Fitness. T:-.i.s \·:i tness of our 
l i vcs ru:.d o :: o:ir in f luenc e is :;ia:-t of v:ha t · . .re un derst e.no. to be the 
res ~o~sij i li t y o: C~isti an ministers. 

It is not out o:: fec:..-r- of i ns ti t:itione .l dis plea.s ur e 
no1· ou:'.: of dut y to 't ::ose people' to 11hor:1 ·.re r;;iniste:- t hn.t i·1e c.ct. 
O~r ~ode l :or ~i~ist r y does no t pc r~it s:ic h obj ectific Qtion. R~t her, 
i t is :r o::1 Oll.r sc ;1s e oi' ourselves a~1c. t hose a.ro:rnd us o.s t he 'l'il1ole 
~eo pl -2 o~" God 1.\'i t l:. \I hon ~,rn :proclci :!l t ~:e · Gcod ~'.e·-:s t ha : ','e 2:e o bli :.;:,.ted 
:o S:'.)ea:.: :Joldly ~ 1d l ovi n:;ly -: he ne 1.·1s o f ::i.::-:1a:: f:.·eedo '.:i [',nd di :;ni ty. 



... -·-

Tr.is mea."'ls that t he: ·e ·,:il l be tir.ies w~en • . .re, like 

prophets of ol d, will be voices c:::-yin ,::: in the wilde:::-ness, alone in 

our co:wictio n but :ir r:: i::1 ou :::-co ::--,::ii.J.:1c.l fci th t hat l :.110\·rs no c eo craphi c 

bounds. Per hays this is you:::- si tu a tio:- , pr-esently, a.'1d \•iha t an 

op portuni t ; for v:i tness it is! 

Susan, t :ie r ea d :or \:or.ie::1 in ministry to full personhood 

u i thin t he :::-ar.J:s of the o:-daineci i::1 t he UCC is loDE and treacherous. 

Detours of coo ~ta tio n ab o~nd, and it a~p ea:-s t hat you have chosen 

one. Creative c:nd c !1allen :;in G r.iinist:::- y is never en.s;-; ; t here are no 

s hortcuts tx-ou ~h dif f icult social pr obl ems. Rath er, there is our 

covenantal tr ad.i tion, bondin g in soli dar it y \·Ii th others on the 

journey to ass~re t=,at all make it to t he e:1ci of the road. 

In t he case of Stacy, Loe y and Jody's ordination, t:1e 

road has indee d been □nde □ore difficult f or your sisters. 3ut the 

issues a!'e clear. T:.ese \-:or.ien 's r.ri.nist r: · out of e.n informed colllr.li tr.ient 

to the trut h o±: ,-,omen's li ,,es is incre as i !1,:;l y appa::-ent for those \·1ho 

ha ve eyes to see. We a:-dently !:ope that your '.!linistr:r will sprin G 

from this solidarit y , knowin_s the ;:,a.in e21d vulnerability in which it 

might place you. 

Sincerel y , 

Per;gy Cleveland 
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