October 27 [} 1977

To the Committee on !linistry:
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The ordination of Stacy Quinloa, Jody Parsons and Loey Pb:ell
presents you with an unparslleled opportunity to oxplore sand articulate
essontinl Christisn teachings in lighkt of the over evolving sccial situation.
I epolaud your careful attemtion and urpe your continued cooperation
in this exciting process.

Ordination is the Christian comuunity's wey of affirmin;
and lifting up the gifts and training of certain menverse It is meant
to make those gifts uvailable to zll persoas oo that God's prosence nay
e made manifest. It is - uny to eravle the ordained to emwouer others
to recognize and exercise their own gifts, o powerful sign of Cod's wuy
of working in the world, throush, Jivh and in all of us.

Long before Stacy, Jody and Lo oy answered their individunl
calls to ordained miniatry in the UCC they were tousht that Christienity

is a covenant tr peonle bonded to one another because of
a commnal covenn ih.Gb&1 Thoy experienced the strencth and tne challense
of bondinz in so: ity vith women aad other oporessed minoritie
in a world where such bonds ere systematically destroyede They reco"nized
the interral commection betwecn their Vhristism education and thedir
experience as full human persous in communitye.

It is this rich insight into the Christian faith as
covenanted challenge that these voren brins to their ministry. Theln
intention to be ordained together, each mmsuerinz the call of Cod in
her unique way, while all wre comnit ted to and cccountuble for the
corvorate project, ic o symbolic and existential invitatione It is =
synbolic invitation to all of us to live nccordinz to and aware of our

tatus as covenantal beinss, This is what one of tho early gropiets had

in ninds "And I will give them one hesrt, and put o new spirit vithin theteee
and they shall be my gpople, and I will be their Godl" (Ezeldel 113 19,21

It is an existentinl invitation to us to move slowly bHYut dediberately

toward models of shored leadershin and mutuanl sunports

I am nmindifal of how nmuch Stacy, Jody and Loey have taucht
a1l of ua throush their o-dinztion nrocesse. They have raised the difficul
aquestions of faith snd oractice, and have atteupted to translnte one
into the other. As you are well acwove, thisg is not an ecasy Job when the
faith varticipates in mystery and the practice too often in contradiction.
This can only foreshandow the blessings of their ministry.
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Maryl Bofunt

Pl Candidate, Graduste Theolorical Union
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