
L. William Eichorn, Min i st er 
The Community Church, UCO 
8 Olive Street 
Mill Valley, CA. 94941 

Dear Bill, 

Oakl and CA. 
Feb . 11, 1978 

As you know, the Committee on the Ministry of the Morthern Oalif­
fornia Conference of the United Church of Christ has met to examine 
Stacy Cusulos, Jody Parson s , and Loey Powel l as to their fitness fo the · 
ordained ministry of the United Church of Christ. Our examination, which 
was made at t he request of the community Churc h of Mill Valley, is now 
concluded an d so I am wri tin g to give you our r ec ommendation in re spe ct to 
each and all of these candid a t e s for ordina t ion. 

I am pleased to re port that at t he meeting of t he Committe hel d on 
November 4, 1977 th e fo l lowing ac tion was taken : 

"Stacy Cusulo s. The commi tt ee he a rd Stacy ' s pa pe r , entered i nt o 
conversation wit h her an d th en voted to recommend t o the Mil l Val le y 
Community Churc h t hat i t re que st the Golden Gate .A.ss ocia tion t o call 
an Eccl e s i a sti cal Council for examina t io n f or or din ati on." 

"Jody Par sons. The committe e heard Jo dy"s pap er, entered into co -
ver sat io n with h er and then vot ed to r eco mmend t o the Mill Val ley Com­
munity Chur ch t ha t i t r equ e st th e Golden Gate Ass ocia t ion to call an 
ec cl es iastic a l Council f or examinatio n f or or dinatio n." 

I am ple a sed, fu r ther , t o repor t t ha t at th e meeting of the Com­
mit tee he l d on February 10 , 1978 the fo l l owing a ct ion wa s t aken: 

"Loey Powell. We rec ommend to th e Mill Valley Community Church 
th at it reque s t the Golden Gate Associ atio n to meet as an ecc l ei astical 
Counc il to examin e Loey Powel l for or di nati on upon ra t ification of her 
Call by t he Boar d of Dir ectors of the Cent er for Environmental Act ion." 

In additi on, at t he l a st mentione d meet i ng , t he committe passed the 
fo llowing motion: 

"We bless and af f irm t he coll ecti ve proc ess that we ' ve see n in 
t hese three candidates as bei ng in t egr a l and app r opr iate to mini stry . " 

May I add that at the Feb . 1~ meet 1.ng one of th e members of the 
Committee (Nanc y Smit h ) r efl ected t he fee l in g of many of the members when 
she sa i d : 

"Thos e of us on the Committ ee who have been in on th e deli bera t ions 
when th e fi ve women first came to u s abou t a yea r ago hav e expe r ienced 
th e id ea tha t th ey pr es ent ed to u s-- namel y , that t he y want ed t h ei r 
pr oces s to ward ord i na t ion t o be an embodiment of th eir idea of col le c­
ti ve communi t y. 
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"It has meant that they have had to communicate to us what that 
meant to them. It has meant that we have had to really list en, to 
stretch our under standin gs of the meanings of their words and their 
actions. 

"It has meant that we ha ve had to review our unders t anding s of our 
own proceedures an d process es . We hav e all had to be wil li ng to change 
as t he situa ti on ha s chang ed. he end r esul t has been th a t we have all 
grown and fee l blessed by the experience. 11 

Let me conclude by saying tha t if t he examina ti on by the Golden · 
Gate Association is sustained it is my pers ona l feeling that the service of 
ordination ought to find a way to celeb r ate and affirm the collective sense 
of ministry which these candidates have experienced. 

Wishing you grace, mercy, and peace, I am 

Sincerely, _ 

Pcrtef t!i'.£?~ ,J-. ~fart F, RichJ:Z,, Jr. 
Chairman 
Committee on the Ministry 
Northern California 
Conference, UCO 
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